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Snapshot 
üLandowner-led initiative 
üFormed in 1999-a 501(c)3 corporation 
ü15 coal members - 12 PRB mines 
ü1 oil & gas member 
ü24 ranch members 
ü1.2 million acres 



Conserves two ecotypes by implementing 
sound conservation measures where they 
will best improve habitat function and 
where they are most likely to achieve 
durable conservation benefit. 
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Conservation Strategy 

 
The Conservation Strategy integrates conservation effort across 
jurisdictions in the context of the mineral estate and foreseeable 
development. An implementing Memorandum of Understanding 
and three Conservation Agreements communicate the strategy:  

VA Candidate Conservation Agreement with Assurances 
(CCAA) for private lands 

VA Candidate Conservation Agreement (CCA) for lands with a 
Federal nexus (e.g., permit or lease) 

VA Conservation Agreement (CA) to address future 
development of the mineral estate within the designated 
coal development area and a similar oil & gas area 



Shortgrass species assemblage  
V Black-tailed prairie dogs     
V Mountain plover 

66 conservation measures 

2 Ecotypes - 8 Covered Species 

Sagebrush obligate assemblage  
VGreater sage-grouse         
VSage sparrow 
110 conservation measures   

V Burrowing owl 
V Ferruginous hawk 
 

V.ǊŜǿŜǊΩǎ ǎǇŀǊǊƻǿ 
VSage thrasher 
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Coverage Area 

Surface Ownership 
77% private 

8% State 
7% USFS 
8% BLM 

  

Primary Area  
13.2 million acres 

  

MT Acreage 
239,700 acres 
<2% of total 



Coverage Area 

Potential 

Enrollment 



Coverage Area 



May 2015 
Environmental Assessment complete 

July 2015 
Final documents signed  

May ς September 2015 
Conservation Advisory Committee reviews CI/CPs 

CI/CPs approved by Board 

October 1, 2015 
FWS listing decision 

Conservation Strategy Timeline 



Conservation Strategy Benefits 
  

Provides property owners appropriate 
assurances or certainty that no additional 
regulatory requirements will be imposed 
should the covered species be listed under 

the ESA 

Focuses conservation efforts within 
Conservation Priority Areas to maximize 

conservation benefit 

 


